MINUTES OF GENERAL EDUCATION COMMITTEE MEETING
February 15, 1993
"The meeting was called to order at 2 p.m. in WAB 2070.
Absent
were San Evans, who was out of town at a conference, and Charles
Roberts, who just got back to town.
The c ommittee approved the following requests for special
emphasis designations to be acted on by Academic Council on
February 25:
Industrial Technology:
AT 401 Senior Seminar - writing
GC 401 Senior Seminar - writing
MT 401 Senior Seminar - writing
AT 490 Senior Project - writing
GC 401 Senior Project - writing
MT 490 Senior Project - writing
Public Health
SFTY 401 Senior Seminar - writing
SFTY 490 Senior Project - writing
Jo-Ann Albers advised the committee that Dean Michael Brown said
every department in the College of Business will have at least
one writing course designation request for the March meeting.
The committee discussed a process for reviewing General
Education Courses and Non-categorical requirements and in
principal approved the draft process that is attached to these
minutes.
The proposal will be revised/adopted at the March 8 meeting.
It
is being circulated to deans with these minutes.
To summarize
particulars:
The committee proposes delaying consideration of
non-categorical requirements until 1994-95, allowing a year of
operation for them.
Non-categorical requirements and special
emphasis designations for Category A courses will be reviewed in
1994-95 along with Category B courses.
Departments will complete articulated statements explaining
how a course meets general education goals and requirements.
Approval for continuation as a general education course or
special emphasis designation will be done by college curriculum
committees. general education committee and Academic Council, in
that order.

DRAFT COPY
Proposal will be revised / adopted at the 11:45 a.m. March 8 meeting of
the General Education Committee for submission at the March 25 Academi c
Council meeting.
Comments should be directed to any committee member.

RECOMMENDATION OF GENERAL EDUCATION COMMITTEE:
Postpone review of the noncategorical requirements until 1994-95
allowing some time for their implementation before their value is
assessed.
The committee suggests:
1.
that the subject of noncategorical requirements and spec!f!
designations for courses in Category A and non-general
education courses be reviewed in 1994-95 with Category B
courses .
2.
that special emphasis designations for general education
courses be reviewed along with the consideration of
continuation for the courses in general education
categories .
The review schedule then would be:

Category A
Ca tegory B, non-categorical requirements and
special emphasis designations for Categories
A and B and non-general education courses
Cate gory C c o urses and emphasis designations
Category D
"
"
"
"
Categories E, F and G
"
"
Category A, non-categorical requirements and
special emphasis designations for A courses
Ca tegory B
cycle continues: C, D, E-G , A, B, etc.
Propo sed review process follows on next page.

1993-94
1994-95
1995-96
1996-97
1997-98
1998-99
1999-2000
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REVIEW OF GENERAL EDUCATION COURSE OFFERINGS
Purpose of General Education Courses and Special Emphasis Designations.
Courses and special emphasis designations are approved as part of
the University general education program in order to fulfill a goal
or goals adopted by the University as desirable components of the
general education of its graduates.
Purpose of periodic Review
A periodic review of general education courses and special emphasis
designations should help ensure that courses being offered for
general education credit or carrying special emphasis designation(s
address the relevant goal or goals of general education.
Such a
review will be particularly helpful to instructors and students if
it causes both to focus deliberately upon the goals, the reasons wh
they are important, and objectives for reaching them in each course
Courses not submitted for review will not be reapproved for general
education and/or special emphasis designation .
Articulated Goals, Rationale, and Objectives
For each course included in (or proposed for) general education, an
articulated statement of one to two pages should be prepared , elabo
rating the following points :
* the relevant general education goal(s),
* a rationale for the importance of the goal(s) to the genera
education of University-educated students, and
objectives of the course in relation to the goals .

•

The articulated statement for a course should be distributed and
discussed at the beginning of each offering of the course. This
will serve to inform students of explicit goals and objectives in
regard to general education, providing a basis on which to build
their understanding throughout the course and from which to know
that the goals are being addressed .
This statement is referred to
as the review statement in subsequent references in this policy.
A representative syllabus for the course should be attached to the
review statement.
For special emphasis designation continuation, departments will use
the same form as for initial approval.
Review for Continuation
It is anticipated that most courses that have been approved for the
general education program will adequately represent the goals and
will follow a well - developed approach as outlined in the review
statements. However, there may be courses that do not have a
well - developed approach or do not demonstrate relevance to the
goals.
The required review will eliminate these listings .
(review process continues on next page)
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Step 1

Proposed Rev iew Proces s / Timetable
Department completion of the review statement for each listed
course and s p ecia l emph asis designation.

Step 2

Consideration and approval by college curriculum c ommittees.
Twelve copies of the statement for each course will be d elivere·
to the general e ducation c ommittee.
Double-sided cop ie s
r equested to keep paper volume d own.

Step 3

The general education committee will rev iew each sta tement and
do one of two things:
a. Approve th e course for co ntinued inclusion in general
education and prepa re a s ummary r ecommend a ti o n for
Acade mic Council approval.
A file of re view statements
with notation of approval dates will be ma intained in
the Ac a dem ic Services Office.
b.
Send any non-app r oved review statements back to
departments wi t h notation of concerns and request for
ad diti o nal information.
Deadline for submitting revi e w statements will be the Mond ay of
finals week for the fall semester.

Step 4

Academic Council co ns ide ration of courses proposed for
cont inuation in ge neral educa tion.
A o ne- t ime submi ss ion is proposed so that all courses in
a category will be c onside red simultaneously to ensure eve nhande d treatmen t . The general education committee would aim to
present this in fo rmation for consideration at the Marc h cou n c il
meet i ng.

Step 5

Academic Services will keep a file of all r ev iew statements a nd
spec i a l emphasis designation forms and cor r ect schedul e bulleti
and ca t a l ogue listings to keep them current.
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